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This study examines the occupations of the Malayali tribal communities inhabiting the Javadi 

Hills (Savadhu Malai) of Tamil Nadu and analyses the transformations in their traditional liveli-

hood patterns over time. The occupational practices of tribal societies are closely connected 

with their geographical environment, climate, and socio-cultural traditions. The Malayali tribes 

of Javadi Hills have historically depended upon agriculture as their principal occupation, along-

side hunting, honey collection, animal husbandry, wood cutting, and wage labour. Based on lit-

erary, anthropological, and field-based perspectives, this paper highlights how these occupa-

tions evolved from subsistence-oriented activities to diversified livelihood strategies. Hunting 

and honey collection, once integral to their survival, have declined due to forest and wildlife 

protection laws. Agriculture continues to remain their primary occupation, though shifts from 

subsistence farming to commercial crop cultivation are evident. Traditional methods such as 

shifting cultivation and rain-fed agriculture still survive in certain areas. Livestock rearing and 

wage labour supplement household income, while migration to urban centres for employment 

has increased. Educational advancement and government welfare measures have enabled some 
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members of the community to enter profes-

sional and administrative sectors. The study 

demonstrates that occupational changes 

among the Malayali tribes reflect broader so-

cio-economic transformations while preserv-

ing aspects of their indigenous cultural identi-

ty and traditional knowledge systems. 
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