
Abstract 

Relationships constitute the foundation of human life. Contemporary Tamil short 
stories have consistently portrayed the complexities of human relationships and 
the impact of socioeconomic changes on family life. Su. Venugopalan's 
"Veezhndha Marathil Vaalndha Paravaigal" short story centres on the emotional 
tensions that arise among mother, son, and father amid poverty, unemployment, 
and ill health. This paper analyses the themes of affection, expectation, sacrifice, 
and guilt in the mother-son relationship from a humanistic perspective. Through 
this analysis, it elucidates how human relationships, the lives of marginalised indi-
viduals, and humanitarian values are interwoven in Su. Venugopalan's works. 
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