International Peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal, Open Access Journal
ISSN: 2320-4842 (Print) ISSN: 3049-2688 (Online)

/A/RI MAA NOKKU
&@mggz& 001 il e 2628

Published on 14, April - June 2026 ISSN:2320-4842 (P) 3049-2688 (O)
Eco feminist Perspective in Mahasweta by Sudha Murty

N.JJessie Deva Priya
Ph. D. Scholar

Dr. XK. Muthamil Selvwi

Associate Professor, PG & Research Department of English
The Standard Fireworks Rajaratnam

College for Women, Sivakasi, Affiliated to Madurai Kamaraj
University, Madurai.

Abstract: This paper explores the ecofeminist themes encountered in Mahasweta a book by Sudha
Murty. The story deftly interweaves themes of social injustice, gender inequality, and environmental
destruction against the setting of rural India. By closely analyzing the narrative, characters, and sociocul-
tural settings presented in Mahasweta this study sheds light on the ecofeminist discourse that prevails
throughout the book and enhances our knowledge of the relationships between gender, ecology, and
power dynamics.

This paper emphasizes the significance of Sudha Murty's Mahasweta in tackling social and environmen-
tal issues. A novel of great depth, Mahasweta explores the life of the title character, a rural Indian wom-
an from a marginalized society, and her battles against structural injustices. Along with outlining the
novel's thematic issues, the introduction also provides a critical grasp of the theoretical framework of
ecofeminism. An analysis of the ways in which capitalist and patriarchal structures abuse women and the
environment is provided by the feminist and ecological movement known as ecofeminism. The novel
Mahasweta challenges the abuse of women and the environment by delving into these interconnections.
Providing a framework for the analysis of the book, the introduction seeks to demonstrate the applicabil-
ity of ecofeminism.

The critique of ecofeminism focuses on the ways that capitalism and patriarchal structures marginalize
and take advantage of nature as well as women. It establishes the case that women's dominance and the
supremacy of nature are similar, highlighting the connections between different types of oppression. Im-
portant ideas include the belief that women's subjection and environmental exploitation are frequently
linked, and that a comprehensive approach to social justice must address both gender equality and eco-
logical sustainability. Readers will be better able to understand how Mahasweta integrates and examines
these issues if they are aware of these theoretical foundations. The tools required to analyze the novel's
depictions of gender-based oppression, environmental degradation, and resistance to these injustices are
provided by this framework.

The novel explores topics like property rights, where the fight for land ownership mirrors larger confron-
tations between underprivileged groups and influential organizations. In addition, it looks at ecological
resilience, showing how characters deal with environmental damage. A major theme in environmental
conservation is women's agency, since female characters actively contribute to environmental preserva-
tion in spite of major obstacles. The depiction of how natural resources are used for financial benefit,
frequently at the expense of the local community and the environment, serves as a critique of the com-
modification of nature. The paper examines these topics in order to show how Mahasweta interacts with
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ecofeminist discourse and to show the ways in
which the storyline of gender, ecology, and power
intertwine.

The conflict over land rights is a recurring prob-
lem in Mahasweta. The land serves as a symbol of
identity and resistance for the rural populations in
the novel, in addition to providing a means of sub-
sistence. Sudha Murty draws attention to the way
that powerful groups that aim to dominate and sell
land exploit underprivileged communities via the
persona of Anupama and her tribe. The characters'
effort to protect their property is a metaphor for a
larger fight against structural injustices that impact
women and the environment. The ecofeminist cri-
tique of how capitalism and patriarchal systems
exclude and exploit people who depend on natural
resources is exemplified by this theme.

“Anupama’s eyes always wandered towards the
fields, where the yellow paddy swayed in the
breeze, a testament to her family's toil and dreams.
But the land was not just a field; it was their herit-
age, their struggle, and their resistance against
forces that sought to rob them of their livelihood”

The protagonists in the novel combat environmen-
tal degradation and promote sustainable behaviors,
exemplifying ecological resistance. Acts of re-
sistance are carried out by Anupama and other
female characters against forces endangering their
natural environment. This resistance is presented
as an effort to achieve social justice as well as en-
vironmental preservation. Sudha Murty highlights
the connection between gendered and environmen-
tal issues by illustrating these actions of resistance
and highlighting the fact that women are frequent-
ly at the forefront of ecological activism.

Women are portrayed as strong, proactive environ-
mental conservationists in Sudha Murty's novel
Mahasweta, a portrayal that overturns traditional
gender roles and emphasizes the ecofeminist ideas
woven throughout the story. The women in this
book are shown as crucial in starting, maintaining,
and supporting environmental protection initia-
tives rather than as helpless victims of environ-
mental disaster. awareness how gender and envi-
ronment connect in the book requires an aware-
ness of this portrayal, which also has wider ramifi-
cations for ecofeminist discourse.

The role that women play in maintaining tradition-
al farming techniques is among the most remarka-
ble examples of female empowerment in Ma-
hasweta. These customs, which have their roots in
regional wisdom and cultural legacy, frequently
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place a strong emphasis on environmental harmo-
ny and sustainability. It is the responsibility of fe-
male characters to preserve this conventional wis-
dom while fending off the intrusion of contempo-
rary industrial agriculture, which threatens to upset
their natural equilibrium. For example, the book
shows women cultivating using organic methods,
rotating crops, and utilizing native seeds—all of
which support biodiversity and healthy soil. By
adhering to these customs, the women protect their
environment from the damaging effects of mono-
cultures and chemical-intensive farming, as well
as their cultural identity.

The women in Mahasweta are also depicted as
vigilant protectors of the region's natural re-
sources, including the soil, water, and forests.
Fighting off strong outside forces who want to
take use of these resources for financial gain, like
government initiatives or business developers, is
frequently necessary for this kind of protection.
The devastation of regional ecosystems, over use
of water resources, and deforestation are opposed
by female characters spearheading community
initiatives. Their activity is presented as an effort
to uphold environmental justice by stopping the
depletion of resources that are vital to the life of
their community. Their grasp of the environmental
effects of resource development and their strong
attachment to the land are reflected in their proac-
tive engagement. They subvert the prevailing capi-
talist worldview, which puts economic gain ahead
of ecological health, by their acts.

"Despite the heavy machinery and the encroaching
urban sprawl, Anupama and the other women
stood firm. Their voices, though soft and steady,
carried the strength of their resolve to protect their
environment. They were the guardians of the land,
fighting for its survival against forces that sought
to exploit it for profit."

Sudha Murty questions and reinterprets con-
ventional gender roles in her portrayal of women's
responsibilities in environmental protection.
Women are frequently assigned to household re-
sponsibilities in rural areas, and their contributions
to larger social and environmental challenges are
never acknowledged. On the other hand, women's
participation in environmental protection is pre-
sented in Mahasweta as a form of resistance and
empowerment. They are portrayed as activists,
decision-makers, and leaders who adopt roles that
go against social norms. In addition to demonstrat-
ing their potential, this portrayal underscores the
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significance of women's voices and deeds in envi-
ronmental stewardship. Sudha Murty challenges
conventional narratives and supports the ecofemi-
nist viewpoint, which honors women's contribu-
tions to social and environmental justice, by pre-
senting women in these dynamic roles.

In Mahasweta the role of women for environmen-
tal protection bears a lot of significance. Their ac-
tions symbolize a broader struggle against system-
ic oppression and environmental degradation. In
protecting their environment, the female characters
are not just fighting for their immediate needs but
are also challenging the patriarchal and capitalist
structures that perpetuate both gender and ecologi-
cal injustices. Their resistance is portrayed as part
of a larger movement towards sustainability and
equity, reflecting the interconnected nature of so-
cial and environmental issues. This symbolic di-
mension enhances the novel’s critique of the ex-
ploitation inherent in capitalist and patriarchal sys-
tems.

The novel criticizes the commercialization of na-
ture by showing how natural resources are used for
financial advantage. The story discusses how eco-
nomic interests frequently put profit ahead of eco-
logical balance, which results in resource deple-
tion and environmental damage. Sudha Murty in-
vestigates how this commercialization affects the
ecosystem and the populations that depend on it.
The work is in line with ecofeminist critiques of
capitalism systems that exploit natural resources
and uphold gender inequality by highlighting the
detrimental effects of turning nature into a com-
modity.

The protagonist, Anupama, is vital to the story
because she represents the fight against oppression
based on both gender and environment. Her posi-
tion as a change agent is demonstrated by an anal-
ysis of her interactions with the environment and
her defiance of patriarchal structures. The partici-
pation of other female characters from underprivi-
leged groups in environmental protection and their
opposition to exploitation also add to the ecofemi-
nist rhetoric of the book. This analysis focuses on
how the experiences of these individuals show
their agency and resilience while also reflecting
larger socio-environmental challenges. Readers
can have a deeper grasp of the novel's portrayal of
women's involvement in addressing and combat-
ing gender and environmental inequalities by get-
ting to know these characters.

The symbolic elements and imagery used in Ma-
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hasweta to underscore its ecofeminist themes.
Symbols such as land, water, and forests are scru-
tinized for their representations of both ecological
and gendered power dynamics. For instance, land
often symbolizes both sustenance and exploitation,
reflecting the struggle for land rights and the im-
pact of environmental degradation. Water and for-
ests are examined for their roles in sustaining life
and their vulnerability to exploitation. Agricultural
practices depicted in the novel also serve as sym-
bols of traditional knowledge and environmental
stewardship. By interpreting these symbols and
images, the paper uncovers deeper layers of mean-
ing related to the interplay between gender, ecolo-
gy, and power, demonstrating how Murty uses
symbolic elements to reinforce the novel’s eco-
feminist critique.

“The women who had once been relegated to
domestic spaces emerged as the leaders of the
environmental movement. Their activism re-
shaped their identities and roles within the
community, demonstrating that their strength
extended beyond traditional confines."

In conclusion this novel synthesizes the findings
from the analysis, emphasizing the novel’s contri-
bution to ecofeminist literature. It reflects on how
Mahasweta offers valuable insights into the inter-
sections of gender, ecology, and social justice,
enriching the discourse on environmental and fem-
inist issues. The novel’s portrayal of the struggles
faced by women in rural India, coupled with its
critique of environmental degradation, highlights
its significance in advancing ecofeminist thought.
The conclusion also suggests potential avenues for
further research, such as exploring other works by
Sudha Murty or similar authors through an eco-
feminist lens. It underscores the importance of
continuing to engage with literature that addresses
the complex relationships between gender, envi-
ronment, and power, contributing to a broader un-
derstanding of these critical issues.
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