
Abstract  

Perumal Murugan, born in Thiruchengode, Tamil Nadu, in 1966, is a preeminent Tamil author, poet, and 
scholar whose works illuminate the complexities of rural existence, caste dynamics, and human relation-
ships. Commencing his literary journey in poetry, Murugan's evocative and emotionally resonant verses 
encapsulate the rhythms of agrarian life. His subsequent transition to prose yielded novels and short  
stories that profoundly explore the lives, struggles, and aspirations of marginalized communities in Tam-
il Nadu. Murugan's writing, characterized by its simplicity and profound empathy, delves into themes of 
caste discrimination, social hierarchies, gender dynamics, and the human condition. His notable works, 
including "Koolayum Nenjamum" (Seasons of the Palm) and "Maadhorubaagan" (One Part Woman), 
present vivid portrayals of rural Tamil life and the intricacies of societal expectations. Despite encoun-
tering intense controversy and threats following the release of "One Part Woman," Murugan's resilience 
propelled him back into the literary arena, where he continued to scrutinize pressing social issues. His 
contributions have garnered him numerous accolades, including the Ilakkiya Chintanai Award and the 
Tamil Nadu government's Best Literary Work award. Murugan's oeuvre serves as both an inspiration 
and a catalyst for thought, fostering discourse on identity, justice, and the human experience in contem-
porary society. His storytelling captures the essence of rural Tamil Nadu and challenges entrenched  
social norms, underscoring the transformative power of literature to advocate for the marginalized and 
ignite meaningful societal change. 

Keywords: Caste dynamics, Social issues, Marginalized communities, One Part Woman, Seasons of 
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Introduction  

Perumal Murugan, born on December 22, 1966, in the village of Thiruchengode in Tamil Nadu, India, is 
a distinguished Tamil author, poet, and scholar. His literary oeuvre frequently explores the intricate  
dimensions of rural life, caste dynamics, and human relationships within Tamil Nadu. Murugan's writing 
style is characterized by its clarity, profound insights, and empathy toward marginalized communities. 
He was nurtured in a rural milieu in Tamil Nadu, where he became acquainted with the rich cultural  
tapestry and social complexities inherent in village life. As a prominent contemporary Tamil writer, Pe-
rumal Murugan has enjoyed a remarkable literary career defined by insightful storytelling, profound  
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explorations of societal issues, and unwavering 
resilience in the face of controversy.  

Murugan commenced his literary journey as a  
poet, showcasing his exceptional aptitude for 
evocative and emotionally resonant verse. His  
early poetry often mirrored the rhythms of rural 
existence and the human experiences encapsulated 
within it. His literary canvas predominantly  
features the rural landscape of Tamil Nadu, where 
he intricately depicts the lives, struggles, and aspi-
rations of its inhabitants. His novels and short  
stories provide vivid glimpses into the complexi-
ties of village life, the dynamics of caste, and the 
challenges confronted by marginalized communi-
ties. Throughout his career, Perumal Murugan has 
been deeply engaged with themes such as caste 
discrimination, social hierarchies, gender dynam-
ics, and the human condition. His works delve into 
the intricacies of relationships, the tension  
between tradition and modernity, and the quest for 
individual identity and dignity.  

He faced intense controversy and threats to his 
safety following the release of "One Part Woman," 
which compelled him to withdraw from writing in 
2015. However, he later re-emerged in the literary 
sphere, embodying resilience and an unwavering 
commitment to artistic expression. Perumal Muru-
gan's literary contributions have garnered wide-
spread recognition and acclaim. He has received 
prestigious awards, including the Ilakkiya Chin-
tanai Award and the Tamil Nadu government's 
Best Literary Work award, among others, for his 
profound impact on Tamil literature. His literary 
career is characterized by a deep empathy for the 
human condition, astute observations of social  
realities, and a dedication to amplifying the voices 
of the marginalized. His works continue to inspire 
readers and scholars alike, fostering meaningful 
conversations about identity, justice, and the  
complexities of contemporary society.  

Perumal Murugan's literary odyssey began with 
poetry, where he exhibited a remarkable talent for 
capturing the essence of human emotions and  
experiences. He subsequently ventured into prose 
fiction, producing novels, short stories, and essays 
that earned him critical acclaim and a devoted 
readership. Murugan's works frequently explore 
themes such as caste discrimination, social hierar-
chies, gender dynamics, and the struggles of rural 
communities. Influenced by the socio-political 
movements in Tamil Nadu and the writings of  
luminaries like Pudhumaipithan and Sundara Ra-
masamy, Murugan's prose reflects a profound  
engagement with the complexities of Tamil socie-

ty.  

"Koolayum Nenjamum" (also known as "Seasons 
of the Palm") is a novel penned by Perumal Muru-
gan, a celebrated Tamil author. The narrative ex-
plores the lives of palm climbers in rural Tamil 
Nadu, India, delving into the complexities of their 
relationships, struggles, and aspirations. It offers a 
vivid portrayal of the cultural and social milieu of 
the region, enriched with detailed descriptions of 
the natural landscape and the characters' tribula-
tions. Perumal Murugan's storytelling prowess and 
his ability to encapsulate the essence of rural life 
render this novel a compelling read for those in-
trigued by Indian literature and culture. 

"Koolayum Nenjamum" intricately intertwines the 
lives of palm climbers in rural Tamil Nadu, India. 
The tale revolves around the protagonist, Koo-
laiyan, a palm climber, and his family as they nav-
igate the challenges of their quotidian existence. 
Set against the lush backdrop of the Tamil coun-
tryside, the novel examines the intimate connec-
tions between the characters and the palm trees 
that sustain their livelihoods. Koolaiyan's bond 
with the palms is deeply rooted in tradition and 
necessity, as climbing and harvesting sap from the 
trees is not merely his profession but also a way of 
life passed down through generations. As the sea-
sons transition, so too do the dynamics within the 
community. Murugan vividly illustrates the strug-
gles, joys, and aspirations of the palm climbers, 
underscoring their resilience in the face of adversi-
ty. The novel delves into the complexities of fa-
milial relationships, societal norms, and the clash 
between tradition and modernity.  

Through richly developed characters and evoca-
tive imagery, "Koolayum Nenjamum" paints a 
poignant portrait of rural life in Tamil Nadu, cap-
turing the essence of a community deeply inter-
twined with the land and its traditions. Perumal 
Murugan's masterful storytelling transports readers 
to a realm where the rhythms of nature intertwine 
with the hopes and dreams of ordinary individuals. 
The characters confront significant economic 
hardships, including poverty, debt, and limited 
access to resources. The narrative depicts the 
struggles of rural communities in securing quality 
education and healthcare. Murugan’s novel ad-
dresses the entrenched caste system in rural Tamil 
Nadu, where social hierarchies and discrimination 
are pervasive.  

Murugan's works provide a nuanced and empathet-
ic portrayal of life in rural Tamil Nadu, illuminat-
ing the complexities and challenges faced by these 
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communities. Women are often expected to man-
age household chores, care for children, and en-
gage in agricultural labor, leaving them scant op-
portunity for personal pursuits. Their lives are fre-
quently defined by marriage and childbirth, with 
their identities and worth intricately tied to these 
roles. Consequently, female characters encounter 
cultural restrictions on their behavior, attire, and 
interactions, which significantly curtail their au-
tonomy and freedom.. 

One Part Woman 

"Maadhorubaagan" (One Part Woman) is a Tamil 
novel by PerumalMurugan. It tells the story of a 
couple named Kali and Ponna who are deeply in 
love but unable to conceive a child, which causes 
them great distress due to societal pressures. The 
novel is set in a rural Tamil Nadu community 
where fertility and the ability to bear children are 
highly valued, and infertility is stigmatized. In 
their desperation to conceive, Kali and Ponna con-
sider a local religious festival on the night of the 
festival, during which consensual relationships 
outside of marriage are permitted. Despite their 
love for each other, the couple grapples with the 
moral and personal implications of participating in 
this tradition. The novel explores themes of love, 
desire, societal expectations, and the complexities 
of human relationships. Perumal Murugan's writ-
ing delves into the emotional turmoil Kali and 
Ponna face as they navigate the pressures of their 
community and their desires. 

"Maadhorubaagan" (One Part Woman) is a novel 
by PerumalMurugan that explores the complex 
themes of love, desire, and societal expectations in 
rural Tamil Nadu, India. It is celebrated for its 
poignant portrayal of the challenges faced by indi-
viduals in conservative societies and its explora-
tion of the sacrifices people make in the pursuit of 
acceptance and happiness. The story follows the 
lives of Kali and Ponna, a couple deeply in love 
but not able to pregnancy a . Set in a conservative 
society where infertility is stigmatized and consid-
ered a cause for shame, the pressure mounts on the 
couple to fulfil their familial duties. In an attempt 
to overcome their infertility, Kali and Ponna con-
sider participating in a local religious festival 
where, on one night each year, social norms are 
temporarily suspended, and consensual relation-
ships outside of marriage are permitted. Despite 
their love for each other, the prospect of this tradi-
tion challenges their moral and personal beliefs. 
As the festival approaches, Kali and Ponna grapple 
with the desires, societal expectations, and the 
strain on their marriage. Murugan delicately navi-

gates the complexities of their relationship, por-
traying the internal conflicts and external pressures 
they face. Kali and Ponna’s relationship begin 
with their marriage, arranged by their families. 
Initially, their relationship is strained, with kali 
struggling to accept Ponna’s independent nature.  
Kali’s Ego and sense of masculinity are chal-
lenged by Ponna’s transformations and his own 
inability to fulfil societal expectations and his own 
inability to fulfill societal expectations. Perumal 
Murugan has received negative criticism from the 
society, leading to his voluntary exile from writ-
ing. I have chosen to explore his novels as they 
vividly depict various characters that reflect the 
nuances rural life and culture. 

"Maadhorubaagan" is a thought-provoking explo-
ration of tradition, sexuality, and the sacrifices 
individuals make in the pursuit of acceptance and 
happiness. Perumal Murugan invites readers to 
reflect on the intricacies of human relationships 
and the impact of cultural norms on individual 
freedom and identity through his nuanced charac-
ters and evocative storytelling. Kali and Ponna 
share a deep and intimate bond, built on mutual 
respect and trust. As a married couple they face 
numerous challenges. Including poverty, social 
expectations, and personal struggles. Ponna is 
emotionally dependent on kali who is her rock and 
confidant. Kali faces his own struggles, including 
feelings of inadequacy and jealously, as he grap-
ples with Ponna’s changing needs and desires. Her 
journey represents the struggle for female desires 
and agency in a society that seeks to control and 
suppress them. The relationship between Kali and 
Ponna in “Two Parts woman” is complex, nuanced 
and multifaceted. Through their story, Murugan 
explores themes and patriarchy, female desire, and 
marital relationships, offering a fearless expose a 
rule and conventions. 

Rural Setting 

"Perumal Murugan Kathaigal" is a protocol of 
flash fiction by the acclaimed Tamil author  
Perumal Murugan. The stories span various 
themes and genres, showcasing Murugan's versa-
tility as a writer and his keen insight into the hu-
man condition. From tales set in rural Tamil Nadu, 
depicting the lives of ordinary people grappling 
with love, loss, and societal pressures, to stories 
exploring the complexities of human relationships 
and the impact of tradition on individual freedom, 
"Perumal Murugan Kathaigal" offers a rich tapes-
try of narratives that captivate readers. Murugan's 
writing is characterized by its vivid imagery, lyri-
cal prose, and deep empathy for his characters. 
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Through his stories, uncovers the nuances of hu-
man emotions and experiences, illuminating the 
universal truths that connect us all. 

"Perumal Murugan Kathaigal" is celebrated for its 
ability to transport readers to rural Tamil Nadu's 
vibrant landscapes and evoke a profound sense of 
empathy and understanding for its characters. 
Whether exploring themes of love, longing, or re-
demption, Murugan's storytelling resonates deeply 
with readers, making this collection a cherished 
addition to Tamil literature. 

Caste Dynamics 

Generally, caste violence spans itself from one 
generation to another generation and the historical 
factors that propagate the violence and enforce a 
pattern of dominant practices in society to oppress 
other communities. The sickles, knives, [knife-like 
weapons], and other lethal weapons are not only 
signifying the caste authority, but they ritualize the 
violence against oppressed communities. Caste 
violence and the incidents associated with it are 
uncountable and disastrous. Still, the ritual of kill-
ing Dalits and other oppressed communities high-
lights the brutality and celebration of the violence 
and exposes the caste paranoia in Tamil Nadu. 
Throughout the selected texts, the dominant caste 
councils celebrate murder killings or brutal as-
saults conducted on the Dalits or other oppressed 
communities. The Dalit and other oppressed com-
munities as a whole are penalized for an individual 
who tries to violate the caste hierarchy norms.  As 
a consequence of the above violations, they are 
boycotted from working as farm laborer’s in the 
land of dominant caste people, and they are forci-
bly excluded from all sorts of society. Moreover, 
the status of women in the Dalit communities is 
more wretched compared to the male members of 
the community. The functionality of violence in 
the subjugation of oppressed community women is 
vital and results in economic exploitation. 

Marginalized Communities 

On the other hand, persistent gender-based  
violence in the existing social structure has an  
evident economic function in controlling women 
and preventing them from utilizing the advantages 
of economic prospects. The examination of  
violence through the prism of selected texts would 
categorize violence as a form of discrimination 
and sexual assaults – both physical and psycholog-
ical. Regarding the concern given to the incidents 
that happened in Tamil Nadu, the social practices 
are intensely intertwined with social affiliation and 
are structured in the economic-political arena. 

Marginalized communities face barriers to quality 
education, perpetuating cycle of poverty. 

The settlements of untouchables and other op-
pressed communities are excluded from the other 
Hindu, Christian and Muslim settlements. The seg-
regation of the boundaries is predominantly se-
cured by violent forces that the dominant forces in 
the state have propagated. In the urban spaces of 
Tamil Nadu, the subordinated caste and class com-
munities find themselves a place in slums. The 
slums in the cities are the modern formation of 
'cherished' rural spaces. 

Social Issues 

Perumal Murugan faced intense controversy and 
threats from certain groups following the release 
of One Part Woman, which led him to announce 
his retirement from writing in 2015. However, 
with widespread support from the literary commu-
nity and activists advocating for free expression, 
Murugan eventually returned to writing and con-
tinued to produce thought-provoking literature. 

Perumal Murugan's literary works inspire readers 
and spark conversations about social justice, iden-
tity, and the human condition in contemporary 
Tamil society. His works serve as a to the literary 
effect to illuminate the lives of the overlook and 
adversity entrenched social norms. Simplicity, viv-
id descriptions, and deep emotional resonance 
mark his writing style. He often delves into the 
lives of ordinary people, particularly those living 
in rural Tamil Nadu, capturing their struggles, as-
pirations, and complexities with sensitivity and 
nuance. Murugan's works often revolve around 
themes such as caste oppression, societal norms, 
human relationships, and the rural landscape of 
Tamil Nadu. His writing sheds light on the intrica-
cies of caste dynamics and the challenges faced by 
marginalized communities in Indian society. 

Perumal Murugan faced significant controversy 
and backlash following the release of his novel 
One Part Woman. The novel, which delves into 
the cultural practice of consensual sex during a 
temple festival, sparked outrage among certain 
groups, leading to protests and demands for a ban 
on the book. Murugan even announced his deci-
sion to quit writing due to the controversy but later 
resumed his literary pursuits. Perumal Murugan's 
scholarly contributions have earned him numerous 
awards and accolades in India and abroad. He has 
been honored with awards such as the Ilakki-
yaChintanai Award and the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment's Best Literary Work award. 

Perumal Murugan's writing continues to resonate 
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deeply with readers. It captures the intricate tapes-
try of human experiences and delves into the so-
cial and cultural dynamics of modern Tamil socie-
ty. Renowned for his authentic portrayal of rural 
life and the human condition, Murugan remains a 
significant figure in Tamil literature. 

Historically, Tamil Nadu has a legacy of organiz-
ing and educating Dalits, led by figures such as 
IyotheedasPandit, M.C. Raja, and RettamalaiSrini-
vasan. The Dalit Panthers movement in North  
India influenced the organization of the Dalit 
Movement in Tamil Nadu. Instead of immediately 
entering electoral politics, Dalit intellectuals  
focused on empowering Dalits across all sectors. 
Dalit literature emerged as a powerful tool within 
mainstream literature through Dalit Movements, 
serving as a platform to challenge prevailing soci-
etal discourses. Autobiographies of Dalit writers, 
such as Bama, Sakagami, Raj Gauthaman, and 
others, played a pivotal role in shaping the Dalit 
discourse in Tamil literary and political realms. 
Gail Omvedt's work further elucidates the complex 
interplay of land, caste, and politics in Indian 
states, shedding light on the multifaceted nature of 
oppression faced by marginalized communities in 
modern society. 

The lowest of the castes within this system was 
usually considered untouchable because they 
performed polluting occupations and were forced 
to live in separate settlements outside the village 
boundaries. Significant, almost everywhere there 
were one or two prominent untouchable castes 
who not only did specific craft duties but were 
also bound to the performance of general menial 
labour that included acting as general plough 
servants and field slaves for landlord families, 
carrying and fetching services for the village 
headmen and higher state officials, woodcutting 
and other general casual labour for the village. 
(1982:18) 

Although they hail from distinct regions within 
Tamil Nadu, Murugan and Amaya, contemporar-
ies, delve into the intricate caste-based social hier-
archy prevalent in the state. Their literary works 
shed light on three pivotal social issues: the plight 
of marginalized communities, economic exploita-
tion, and the influence of religion. 

It's ironic that while each subregion in Tamil Nadu 
boasts its own set of norms and traditions, the  
issue of caste remains pervasive. All subregions 
showcase their caste-based power dynamics, often 
leading to oppression. Particularly noteworthy is 
their knack for portraying specific cultural nuances 

and communal dynamics of various regions and 
caste groups within their narratives. Imayam has 
expressed this sentiment regarding his creative 
endeavors. 

My short stories and novels have only tried to 
identify what disturbs the order of society, what 
are the dangers of society, what moves people to 
a meaningless life, what are the actions of the 
governments that forget the pain instead of re-
ducing the pain of people struggle to bear the 
burden of life. (Trans mine, 2022) 

Murugan’s novels often blend realistic depiction 
of rural life with magical and mythological  
elements. He uses symbols to convey complex 
themes and emotions, adding depth to his narra-
tives. His writing often employs stream-of-
consciousness techniques, creating a sense of im-
mediacy and intimacy. His novels portray the 
harsh realities of poverty, unemployment, and  
economic marginalized, emphasizing the need for 
social and economic justice. Sometimes focus on 
the struggles of rural communities fighting to  
protect their land rights and livelihoods in the face 
of urbanization industrialization, and government 
acquisition. Murugan’s works occasionally touch 
on the tensions between different religious and 
caste groups, advocating for tolerance, coexist-
ence, and secular value. His works may address 
the difficulties faced marginalized communities in 
accessing basic services like healthcare, sanitation, 
and social welfare schemes. Murugan’s characters 
sometimes struggle to access quality education 
emphasizing the importance of education as a tool 
for social mobility and empowerment. Murugan’s 
female characters often face oppression, violence, 
and marginalization, reflecting the entrenched  
patriarchal attitudes in Tamil society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

���� ����	 19:2 ����� 2025               272    Arima Nokku 19:2 April 2025                                                           

https://arimanokku.com/  UGC-CARE LISTED AND PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL      

ISSN: 2320-4842 (Print)                                                           ISSN: 3049-2688 (Online)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

���� ����	 19:2 ����� 2025               273    Arima Nokku 19:2 April 2025                                                           

https://arimanokku.com/  UGC-CARE LISTED AND PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL      

ISSN: 2320-4842 (Print)                                                           ISSN: 3049-2688 (Online)  

PerumalMurugan :        A Literary Overview 

Book Title Publication 
Year 

Genre Brief Description 

EruVeyyil 1991 Novel Explores the Lives of rural Laborers 

Pookkuzhi 1995 Novel Examines the complexities of family rela-
tionships 

Kanganam 2003 Novel Explores themes of love Family and Social 
change 

Maadho-
rubaagan 

2014 Novel A semi-Autobiographical work exploring 
identity and social norms 

One part 
woman 

2013 English Transla-
tion  Novel 

Exposes themes of love an 



Conclusion 

Perumal Murugan’s works offer an in-depth explo-
ration of the rural realities in Tamil Nadu, particu-
larly highlighting caste dynamics, gender-based 
violence, and the complications of person partner-
ship. Through novels like Seasons of the Palm and 
One Part Woman, he masterfully portrays the 
struggles and aspirations of marginalized commu-
nities, bringing to light the oppressive societal 
norms they face. Murugan’s writing remains a 
poignant commentary on tradition, modernity, and 
individual dignity, challenging deep-rooted social 
practices. Despite facing intense backlash, his re-
silience in returning to literature reflects his com-
mitment to addressing crucial social issues. His 
contributions to Tamil literature continue to in-
spire discussions on identity, justice, and the hu-
man condition. Murugan’s   writing often high-
lights the struggles of marginalized communities, 
particularly those affected by caste -based discrim-
inations. His explore the economic and social dis-
parities that exist in Indian society, shedding light 
on the lives of vulnerable populations. Murugan’s 
work advocates for social justice, challenging 
readers to confront the harsh realities of Indian 
society and prompting empathy and understand-
ing. Traditional roles of rural women often adhere 
to traditional roles, such as childcare, household 
chores, and farming. His novels often employ non-
linear narrative structures, multiple narrative voic-
es, and other innovative storytelling techniques. 
Murugan’s works are designed to challenge read-
ers assumptions, spark critical thinking, and in-
spire empathy and understanding. 
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