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Abstract

There are many dialects served in the prosperous Kongunadu. The livelihoods of people based on agri-
culture are distinctive from others. The dialect and uniqueness is not only in speaking but also in singing
and performing. 'Attam’ (performance or dance) is considered unique from the Sangam period to the pre-
sent. It comes naturally to living beings to move in the right verbal rhythm. '"Kummi' is one of the most
important performing arts. Here people move their body and dance elegantly according to the rhythm. In
'Kummi' people make noise by clapping their hands, singing to the music and moving to the beat. An act
with no age limit. 'Kummiyattam' is not only a training for the body but a happiness for the soul. Both
the gender can perform this. The dance, which was commonly performed during Sangam times, is now
being performed in rituals and ceremonies. Folk performing arts are often characterized by regionalism.
Scholars have formulated a grammar for Kummi songs. In literature, the "Yappamaithi' and 'Osainayam'’
of 'kummi' are defined to distinguish them from the types of 'Yappu' such as 'Vridtam' and 'Asiriyam'.
Kummiyattam is divided into two types.

'Kummiattam' is called by different names. These names vary from region to region. Verbal idioms are
used in the lyrics. The lyrics are also concerned with the events of the period. 'Kummiaatam' is now be-
ing taught and played by a group of instructors in Kongu region. Recently 'Vallikummi' is being per-
formed a lot. In some of the art groups '"Vallikummi' is beingtrained. This song captures the story of
Lord Murugan marrying Valli. The dancers move their hands and legs according to the rhythm of the
song.

They dance in a row. On the one hand people are getting to know about Vallikummi. On the other hand,
various 'Kummi' is just being stopped at regional level like many performing arts. There is a lot of punc-
tuation in the lyrics as well. Efforts are also underway to restore all the performances at various sites.
They are recorded and performed with the help of technology.
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